












Corridor Evaluation

• NM 516
• Former D&RGW Right of Way
• County Road 3050/3500/3520 collectively known as Old Aztec Highway
• County Road 3000/Southside River Road

Four primary routes 
within the study 

corridor were evaluated 
for project suitability

• Character/Aesthetics
• Connectivity
• Ease of Implementation
• Environmental Issues
• Safety
• User Accommodation

Route suitability was 
evaluated against six 

criteria





NM 516 Corridor Evaluation

Scores well for Connectivity and Ease of Implementation
• Existing retail corridor and access to Lake Farmington
• Existing state right of way
• Would require NMDOT involvement in development

Scores neutral for Environmental Concerns
• Existing/developed corridor already cleared for cultural and environmental resources

Scores neutral/poor for Character/Aesthetics and Safety
• Busy highway not conducive to recreational use
• Not particularly scenic
• Only 1 established bicycle/pedestrian crossing at CR 350 in Flora Vista

Scores poor for User Accommodation
• High traffic volumes, high speeds, and many street/driveway crossings are likely to result in vehicle conflicts 





CR 3000/Old Aztec Highway Corridor 
Evaluation

Scores well for Character/Aesthetics and Connectivity
• Rural roads pass through farmland and residential areas
• Established tree canopy provides shade during hot weather
• Roads are representative of rural San Juan County

Scores neutral for Environmental Concerns, Safety, and User Accommodation
• Existing/developed corridor 
• Environmental research does indicate the presence of cultural resources in areas
• 35 mph speed limit is favorable for bicycle/pedestrian use

Scores neutral/poor for Ease of Implementation
• Formal definition of existing road right of ways will require prolonged survey efforts in some areas
• Managing steep roadway side slopes and utility relocations are costly

Both route options similar in evaluation criteria
San Juan County recently completed similar multi-use path project serving CCSD Schools in Kirtland Area







Railroad Right of Way Corridor 
Evaluation

Scores well for Character/Aesthetics, Connectivity, and User Accommodation
• Located on dedicated cross-country route and along low volume residential streets 
• Would provide superior access for residential properties along route
• Marketable alternative as both historic and scenic
• Could potentially accommodate equestrian users

Scores neutral for Environmental Concerns and Safety
• Historic nature of railroad would require SHPO coordination and investigation
• Potential conflicts in residential areas

Scores neutral/poor for Ease of Implementation
• As previously noted, approximately 2-miles of route is no longer in public ownership







Funding
Federal and State Funding Programs Specific to Recreation 
and Alternative Transportation Project Development

• Federal
• Recreational Trails Program (RTP) 
• Transportation Alternative Program (TAP) 
• Congestion Mitigation and Air Quality (CMAQ)
• Safe Streets for All (SS4A)

• State
• NMEDD ORD Trails+



Conclusions
• No single best alternative 

• A combined or hybrid approach to complete a connection through the study area 
would utilize portions of each alternative driven by the practicality of implementation 
considering physical, social, and logistical constraints

• If implemented, project would likely proceed in phases between logical termini within 
the corridor

• No construction funding for implementation of the project currently exists
• The San Juan County Commission would have discretion over future funding 

applications for the programs previously noted as would the cities of Aztec and 
Farmington
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